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FOR THE AMBASSADOR FROM THE SECRETARY 

1. YOU MADE ALL THE RIGHT POINTS IN YOUR DISCUSSION WITH 
FAHMY REPORTED REFTEL. I RECOGNIZE IMPORTANCE THAT 
EGYPTIANS ATTACH TO GETTING SOME CONCRETE ARMS COMMITMENTS 
FROM US IN CONTEXT OF SADAT'S VISIT AND THAT THEY WILL 
PROBABLY CONTINUE TO REVERT TO THIS SUBJECT. DIFFICULT AS 

IT IS TO HAVE TO CONTINUE TO DEFLATE THEIR EXPECTATIONS, 

IT IS BETTER TO BE DOING SO NOWTHAN FOR THEM TO BE UNDER 
ANY ILLUSION ABOUT HOW FAR WE CAN GO IN THIS RESPECT WHEN 
SADAT ARRIVES IN U.S. I LEAVE IT TO YOU HOW AND WHEN YOU 
CONTINUE THIS DIALOGUE WITH FAHMY BUT WANT TO GIVE YOU 
FOLLOWING ADDITIONAL GUIDANCE FOR USE AS OPPORTUNITIES 
ARISE. 
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2. IF I HAD SAID ANY LESS THEN I DID ON THIS QUESTION 
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DURING MY "MEET THE PRESS” INTERVIEW, WE WOULD HAVE RUN 
SERIOUS RISK OF STIMULATING MOVEMENT IN CONGRESS TO PASS 
RESOLUTION FLATLY PROHIBITING ANY ARMS SALES TO EGYPT. 

FAHMY MUST UNDERSTAND THAT THIS HAS THE MAKINGS OF A MAJOR 
POLITICAL ISSUE IN THE U.S. HE KNOWS OUR SYMPATHY FOR 
PRESIDENT SADAT'S NEEDS; IF WE ARE TO MOVE IN THE DIREC- 
TION WE BOTH WISH. IT IS ESSENTIAL THAT THE GROUND BE 
CAREFULLY PREPARED IN CONSULTATIONS WITH CONGRESS AND 
THAT WE NOT APPEAR TO HAVE MADE DECISIONS WHICH WOULD 
PREEMPT THAT CONSULTATION PROCESS. AN IMPORTANT ELEMENT 
IN PREPARING THE GROUND WILL BE PRESIDENT SADAT'S VISIT 
AND HIS CONTACTS WITH CONGRESS AND THE MEDIA HERE. OUR 
PRESENT NEED IS TO AVOID PRECIPITATING DEBATE AND CON- 
GRESSIONAL DECISIONS WHICH WOULD FORECLOSE ALL POSSIBILITIE 
FOR THE FUTURE. WE MUST TAKE MATTERS IN THEIR LOGICAL 
SEQUENCE. OUR FIRST PROBLEM IS TO GET THE ECONOMIC AID 
PACKAGE THROUGH CONGRESS AND THE SINAI AGREEMENT IMPLE- 
MENTED. IT IS ESSENTIAL THAT THESE STEPS NOT BE 
COMPLICATED BY PREMATURE DEBATE OVER ARMS SUPPLY QUESTION. 
ONCE THEY ARE BEHIND US. WE WILL HAVE A BETTER ATMOSPHERE 
IN WHICH TO CONSIDER ARMS SUPPLY QUESTION IN MORE SPECIFIC 
WAY THEN IS NOW POSSIBLE. KISSINGER 


SECRET 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: MILITARY ASSISTANCE, ARMS, CAT-C 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 14 OCT 1975 

Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: ShawDG 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1975STATE243487 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: ALATHERTON, JR./HLK 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: P8401 78-2581 
From: STATE 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1975/newtext/t1 9751 059/aaaacacj. tel 

Line Count: 83 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 

Office: ORIGIN NODS 

Original Classification: SECRET 

Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 

Original Previous Handling Restrictions: NODIS 

Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: SECRET 
Previous Handling Restrictions: NODIS 
Reference: 75 CAIRO 10180 
Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: ShawDG 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 30 JUL 2003 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <30 JUL 2003 by ShawDG>; APPROVED <29 DEC 2003 by ShawDG> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
06 JUL 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 

Secure: OPEN 

Status: NATIVE 

Subject: ARMS FOR EGYPT 

TAGS: PFOR, MASS, EG, US 

To: CAIRO 

Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



